
Developing Programmes of Research in 
Physical Education and Sport Pedagogy 

As the research field in Physical Education and Sport Pedagogy 
(PESP) continues to mature and grow, researchers are increasingly 
taking a programmatic approach to their work. Programmes 
of research typically seek to develop a coherent framework 
within which individual studies can be located and linked. While 
researchers can and do develop their individual programmes 
of research, programmes can also facilitate collaborative work, 
where the programme is created around the shared interests of  
a group of researchers. 

The BERA PESP SIG, in association with the Institute of Sport 
and Physical Activity Research at the University of Bedfordshire, 
is delighted to invite you to attend a One Day Conference on 
Wednesday 17 March 2010. The purpose of this Conference is to 
explore the possibilities and potential of developing programmes 
of research in PESP within universities.

This special interest group (SIG) embraces educational research 
in the areas of physical education and sport in schools; physical 
education initial teacher training; and continuing professional 
development for teachers and other professionals working in 
physical education and school sport settings. 

With the support from the University of Bedfordshire and the 
Bedford Physical Education Old Students’ Association we are 
happy to offer this symposium free of charge. We also welcome 
all members of the PESP community, both BERA members and 
non-members.

Invitation to Contribute
Colleagues are invited to submit proposals for individual or group 
roundtable presentation on current and ongoing research. Please 
contact Dr Toni O’Donovan with a short abstract outlining your 
suggestion. 

To book your place, please contact:
Dr Toni O’Donovan
E toni.odonovan@beds.ac.uk 

Proposed Programme

9.30-10.00  Arrival and registration 

10.00-10.30  Welcome and Introductions

Professor Cara Aitchison
Dean of the Faculty of Education and Sport
University of Bedfordshire

Professor David Kirk
Alexander Chair in Physical Education  
and Sport
Director of the Institute of Sport and Physical 
Activity Research
University of Bedfordshire

10.30-11.30  Keynote

Dr Leen Haerens
Ghent University-Flemish Research 
Foundation
Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences

11.30-12.00  Discussant

Dr Ann MacPhail
University of Limerick

12.00-1.00  Lunch

1.00-2.00  Roundtable discussions of the 
theme

2.00-2.30  Poster presentations of 
roundtables

2.30-3.00  Afternoon tea

3.00-4.00  Roundtables, presentations on 
current and ongoing research

4.00-4.30  Plenary. reflecting on the theme

Professor David Kirk
University of Bedfordshire

Dr Ann MacPhail
University of Limerick

Location
University of Bedfordshire 
Polhill Avenue, Bedford 
Bedfordshire MK41 9EA

More information on travel. 
www.beds.ac.uk/contactus/directions/bedford
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